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Processing of short sales may become a little more consumer friendly after June 15, 2012.  New minimum requirements regarding com-

munication time lines will be implemented which should allow more efficient processing of short sale requests.   When home retention is 

no longer an option for the borrower, the short sale should be a valuable foreclosure avoidance solution.  But for those borrowers who 

have petitioned their Lender for a short sale or the buyer who has tried to buy a short sale property, the experience has been more than 

frustrating for many.  Under the new guidelines, the Lender must acknowledge to the borrower its receipt of the Borrower Response Pack-

age within three business days and notify them of any missing information or documentation within five business days.  Within five days 

of an evaluation decision by the Lender but no later than thirty days from receipt of borrower’s request packet, the Lender must render a 

decision on the short sale option.  In some cases, thirty days is not sufficient to conduct the due diligence required for a decision but the 

Lender must notify the borrower within the first thirty days that an extension is necessary, communicate with them weekly as to the status 

and must render a decision no later than sixty days from receipt of the borrower’s packet request.  If approved for a short sale, the borrow-

er has fourteen days in which to submit a short sale offer on their property.  Extensions may be granted but there are stipulations.  Once 

the borrower receives an offer to purchase his property, he has three business days to submit to the Lender and the Lender must respond 

with a decision in 10 business days by accepting or countering.  The borrower has five business days to respond to any counteroffer and 

again the Lender has ten business days to respond to any further counteroffers.  If the guidelines are followed, the concept of short sales as 

an alternative to foreclosure can finally become a workable reality.  Call on the experienced Agents of WILLOW Realty for all your real 

estate questions and transactions. 

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F. Lightly coat a 6-cup muffin pan with cooking spray. Pre-

pare the corn muffin batter as the label directs, then stir in the flour, lemon zest and vanilla.  

Divide the batter evenly among the muffin cups. Bake until the edges are set and the centers 

are soft but not wet, 10 to 12 minutes. Meanwhile, toss the strawberries and strawberry pre-

serves in a bowl and set aside.  Remove the corn cakes from the oven. Gently press the back 

of a teaspoon into the center of each to make an indentation about one-third of the way into 

the cake. Spoon about 2 teaspoons of the strawberry mixture into each indentation, pressing 

to tightly fill. (Reserve the remaining berry mixture for topping.) Return the cakes to the 

oven and continue baking until just golden, about 5 more minutes.  Let the cakes cool in the 

pan on a rack, 5 minutes, then remove from the pan and let cool 10 more minutes. Mean-

while, beat the cream and confectioners' sugar with a mixer until soft peaks form. Top the 

cakes with the remaining berry mixture and serve with the whipped cream. 

Strawberry Corn Cakes © Food Network Magazine 

Cooking spray, for the pan 

1 8.5-oz package corn muffin mix 

1/4 c all-purpose flour 

2 tsp finely grated lemon zest 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

1 c chopped strawberries 

2 tbs strawberry preserves 

3/4 c heavy cream 

2 tbs confectioners' sugar 
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Our Listings are Selling.  
                  We Need New Listings. 

Mothers hold their children's hands for a short 

while, but their hearts forever. ~Author Unknown 

6 Simple Steps to Painting a 
Room 
By Jennifer Jafarzadeh/RealSimple.com 

 

Clean walls. 

Remove dust, dirt, and grease spots (which can ruin 

a smooth finish) with water, a little mild dishwash-

ing detergent, and a cellulose sponge. Rinse walls 

with clean water to remove the soap residue. 

Tape the trim, window, and doorframes 

Be sure to use painter's blue tape, which can be ap-

plied up to a week ahead. Remove tape immediately 

after painting, before the wall dries, so you don't 

peel off any paint with it. 

Prime the walls. 

It's a common myth that walls that have been paint-

ed many times don't need to be primed. In fact, pri-

mer helps maximize the sheen and coverage of paint 

and gives the finish coat a more uniform appear-

ance. 

Brush where you can't roll. 

Brush on paint around trim and in the corners of 

walls, where your roller can't reach, with a two-inch 

angled brush. Extend out two to three inches from 

windows, doors, and moldings. 

Use the W technique. 

For efficiency, start in the corner of a wall and roll 

on a three-by-three-foot W pattern, then fill it in 

without lifting the roller. Continue in sections until 

you're finished. Paint one wall at a time. 

Paint the trim. 

When the walls are completely dry, tape 

where the trim meets the wall. Paint the 

moldings and the door and window 

frames with a two-inch angled brush. 

5 Ways with Rubber Bands   
 

Identify a bottle: Wrap a rubber band around a shampoo bottle 

and you'll be able to tell it's not conditioner, even if you eyes are 
filled with suds.  

Neaten thread: Keep spools of thread from unraveling by wrap-

ping them with a rubber band.  

Hold a lid: Prevent a potluck disaster-secure the lid of the dish by stretching a 

band over the top.  

Grip a tool: Wrap a rubber band around the handle of a hammer or screwdriv-

er for a firmer grip.  

Extend your pants: Loop a rubber band through the button hole and secure 

the other side to the button for an extra half-inch of breathing room.  
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