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Make the cookies: Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F. Line 2 large baking sheets 

with parchment paper. Combine the semisweet and milk chocolate in a micro-

wave-safe bowl and microwave at 50% power until melted, about 2 minutes. 

Whisk until smooth.  Whisk the melted butter, sour cream, eggs, vinegar, vanilla 

and food coloring in a bowl until combined. In another bowl, whisk the flour, 

sugar, cocoa powder, baking powder, baking soda and salt.  Add the flour mixture 

to the butter mixture in four equal batches, whisking each batch completely before 

adding the next. Stir in the melted chocolate.  Scoop heaping tablespoonfuls of 

batter onto the prepared baking sheets and smooth the tops with a damp finger. 

Bake until the cookies spring back when lightly pressed, 8 to 10 minutes. Let cool 

10 minutes on the baking sheets, then transfer to racks to cool completely. 

Meanwhile, make the filling: Beat the cream cheese and butter with a mixer until 

smooth. Beat in the confectioners' sugar and vanilla seeds. Sandwich a heaping 

tablespoonful of filling between 2 cookies; repeat with the remaining cookies and 

filling. Refrigerate 30 minutes before serving. 

Red Velvet Whoopie Pies © FoodNetwork Mag. 

For the Cookies: 

1 oz semisweet chocolate, 

chopped 

1/2 oz milk chocolate, chopped 

12 tbs unsalted butter, melted 

1/2 c sour cream 

2 lg eggs 

1 1/2 tsp apple cider vinegar 

1/2 tsp vanilla extract 

1 tbs red food 

coloring 

2 1/4 c all-purpose flour 

1 cup granulated sugar 

1/4 c unsweet. cocoa powder 

2 tsp baking powder 

1/4 tsp baking soda 

1/2 tsp salt 

Now that life is somewhat back 

to normal after the Holiday ac-

tivities and the winter weather 

has you hibernating, you may be considering some home improve-

ments.  Whether you are remodeling for your own pleasure or for sell-

ing this year, you will want to take the time to research the current 

trends and materials available and make a wise decision.   If you are 

updating for yourself then think about what will benefit you in the long 

term but if you are preparing to sell then update with more conserva-

tive renovations.  The easiest and least costly of updates is painting.  
The bright bold colors of the last few years are giving way to more 

subtle color hues.  Look to your furniture for color selection ideas for 

walls, try adding architectural shapes to accent your walls and always 

have the ceiling color lighter than the walls as it gives the perception of 

greater height.  When painting to sell, neutral will appeal to the great-

est number of buyers.  Our furniture and electronics have become more 

compact and streamlined so our room space has been opened up to 

allow for more unique focal points like beamed ceilings, stone floor-

ing, stone accents and textured walls.  The trend is away from artificial 

materials and more to natural materials.  Before remodeling the baths, 

check out the modular bath vanities and all the new tile designs now 

available.  Heated tile floors and towel bars are wonderful but these are 

more for the long term.  Kitchens have evolved into the social hub of 

the house so spacious kitchens with center islands with seating are in 

high demand.  Maple has surpassed other woods as the top choice for 

cabinets but the use of painted cabinets is on the increase.  The small 

appliances that once set on the counters are now available as built-in 

appliances.  Regular kitchen appliances are offering increased capacity 

in more compact units which can be recessed into the cabinets and 

covered in panels that match the cabinetry to be less visible.  Applianc-
es are now being offered with apps that will program your oven from 

the recipe you select, monitor the freshness of the food in your refriger-

ator or allow you to set your air conditioner or check the status of your 

laundry via your phone.  More economical upgrades would be a hands 

free faucet, multifunction sink, decorative range hood and glass or 

glass mosaic backsplashes.  The experienced Agents of WILLOW Re-

alty are available to assist with suggestions as you embark on your next 

remodeling endeavor. 

= $1 Million in sales 

Nancy C. Rowe Debbie Teague 
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For the Filling: 

8 oz cream cheese (room temp) 

3 tbs unsalted butter (room 

temp) 

2 1/2 c confectioners' sugar, 

sifted 

1 vanilla bean, halved length-

wise & seeds scraped 

You know you're in love when you don't 
want to fall asleep because reality is finally 
better than your dreams. ~Dr. Seuss 

© SmartMoney.com 

In today’s economy we are always looking for opportuni-
ties to  save money.  Four great websites for finding  
coupons and deals that can help are: 

Coupons.com— For printable grocery coupons, Coupons.com usually 
has the biggest selection, which -- because the printable market is still 
small is usually between 100 and 200 grocery coupons on a given day.   
Many other reputable deal sites like CouponMom.com are 
actually affiliates. Some can be loaded to your supermar-
ket loyalty card and redeemed when you swipe at check-
out -- no coupon printing required.  
DealNews— In addition to listing the latest coupon codes for major 
retailers, DealNews staff monitors available sales and uses its data-
base of past promotions to assess how good or bad a current offer is 
compared with earlier discounts. Most other sites just note the deals, 
so the analysis could help someone decide whether to buy now or 
wait for a better.  User ratings push hot deals to the top of the page, 
and a local deals tab tracks daily-deal site offers in your area. But with 
so much on the site, it's not the fastest way to find deals.  The site 

offers several options for consumers to search for and obtain 
coupons, including a dedicated webpage on sister site Deal-
coupon.com 

Facebook — Facebook exclusives and coupons awarded in exchange 
for "liking" a particular brand are becoming more common.  Follow a 
few of your favorite stores and brands to see offers and sales in your 
news feed. Keep in mind that brands you "like" may be able to access 
some of your basic personal information when you opt to download a 
coupon via an app. But you can also remove them from your account 
as soon as you nab the coupon, which prevents retailers 
from accessing that information in the future 
RetailMeNot — RetailMeNot is still one of the best sites to 
use.  The site has an active user community, which means 
plenty of user-submitted coupons -- where allowed. Some 
retailers have asked that the site block user submissions to control 
redemption, she says, so some stores have a narrower selection than 
others. A merchant alert feature sends shoppers an email when a fa-
vorite retailer posts a new code.  
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