
Real Estate News and Helpful Ideas          


          

423 926-4200  / 

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter via eIf you would like to receive our monthly newsletter via eIf you would like to receive our monthly newsletter via e---mail, click mail, click mail, click hereherehere   

When the me-

chanics of a 

system work, 

we tend to ignore that system until a problem arises.  Those home-

owners serviced by public sewer may have an occasional clogged 

discharge line but homeowners on private systems face greater chal-

lenges.  Homeowners felt they had advanced greatly when the wood-

en outhouses were replaced by indoor facilities that drained the sew-

age by pipe to a body of water.  Unfortunately, that method of dispos-

al was found to contaminate the water and create disease so other 

methods had to be found.  Today those homeowners without access 

to public sewer rely on soil treatment systems better known septic 

systems.   To determine what type of septic system that will be need-

ed, a soil engineer must first map the type of soils present on the 

land.   Next comes a percolation or “perc” test which will determine 

how quickly a known volume of water dissipates into the subsoil of a 

drilled hole of known surface area.  With this information in hand, a 

permit for the installation of a septic system may be requested from 

the local State Department of Environment & Conservation office for 

ground water protection.  Using the soil mapping and percolation test 

results, an Environmentalist will create a layout for a homeowner 

based on the number of bedrooms within the house.  A bedroom 

count is used instead of the number of bathrooms because bedrooms 

better indicate the number of people that will reside in the house.  

Many times a house site will need to be moved to another area that 

“percs” better or the lot may only allow for a house with less bed-

rooms.  It is important to follow the layout as drawn by the Environ-

mentalist and have a final inspection on record that is signed off by 

the Environmentalist.  Most septic systems are standard gravity sys-

tems whereby the house waste is piped to a buried septic tank, solids 

sink to the bottom of the tank which bacteria will break up over time 

and the fluid, known as effluent, drains out into underground trench-

es, known as field or leach beds, to be absorbed into the soil.  Some-

times pumps must be installed in the septic tank when gravity needs 

an assist.  Homeowners often add bedrooms in basements, attics or 

add on to the existing house without regard to their septic system.   

An amendment to the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act became 

effective on July 1, 2006 which made it a violation of this Act to 

knowingly advertise or market a residence as having more bedrooms 

than are permitted by the septic system permit on record.  This has 

created serious problems for homeowners who unknowingly pur-

chased and financed housing prior to 2006 based on more bedrooms 

than the permit approved.  One option is to install a new septic sys-

tem, if land is available, meeting the bedroom requirement but ex-

tending existing field beds will not change the permitted bedrooms.  

If no remedial work is done, then Sellers are faced with having to 

market a house with less bedrooms than actually exist and will most 

likely be impacted financially.  Whether buying or selling a property 

with a septic system, it is imperative that a search be made of availa-

ble records to determine if the house is in compliance with State law.  

Under the new lending guidelines, lenders are looking more closely 

at the septic permits and will loan only on an appraisal based on the 

permitted bedrooms.  If you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact 

the experienced Agents of WILLOW Realty. 

willowrealty@charter.net      /    www.willowrealty.com 

Slow-Cooker Recipe:  
Balsamic Root Vegetables 

© MyRecipes.com 

1 1/2 lbs sweet potatoes 

1 lb parsnips 

1 lb carrots 

2 lg red onions, coarsely chopped 

3/4 c sweetened dried cranberries 

1 tbs light brown sugar 

3 tbs olive oil 

2 tbs balsamic vinegar 

1 tsp salt 

1/2 tsp freshly ground pepper 

1/3 c chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley 

Peel first 3 ingredients, and cut into 1 1/2-inch pieces. Combine parsnips, 

carrots, onions, and cranberries in a lightly greased 6-qt. slow cooker; lay-

er sweet potatoes over top.  Whisk together sugar and next 4 ingredients in 

a small bowl; pour over vegetable mixture. (Do not stir.)   Cover and cook 

on HIGH 4 to 5 hours or until vegetables are tender. Toss with parsley just 

before serving. 

Happy Thanksgiving  Nov. 27nd. 

How to Clean Up After Thanksgiving  

in Half the Time  
The Pilgrims were on to something when they planned a Thanksgiving potluck; 

here are other good ideas that’ll simplify your T-Day kitchen cleanup. 

Plan a potluck: The first Thanksgiving was a potluck; so let your guests share 

the fun and bring dishes to share. Then make sure they take home their serving 

bowls and platters, which will cut down on dishes to wash and put away. 

Decide on disposable: Leave Mom’s good dishes in the breakfront and 

set your table with disposable — and recyclable — place settings. 

Party stores sell plastic dishware that look like real china . After eat-

ing, collect and toss. If you can’t stand to set a table with anything but 

your best, use disposables for hors d’oeuvres and dessert. 

Triple-duty cookware: Cut down on cleanup by selecting cookware that can go 

from oven to table to freezer. Or, serve food in edible containers, such as bread 

bowls or hollowed-out winter squash, which you can either consume 

or compost. 

Empty fridge: Start your holiday with a clean slate, which will make the inevi-

table mess less daunting than piling clutter onto clutter. Before begin-

ning Thanksgiving prep, pick up depressing home clutter and clean out 

your fridge to make room for ingredients and leftovers.  

If possible, designate a shelf for Thanksgiving food, which should be 

empty when you start your meal, then filled with leftovers when you’re 

finished. In a week, clean out that shelf again. Make soup from leftover meat 

and veggies, and then freeze. Compost wilted greens. Toss old dairy products.  

Prepare roasting pans: You won’t have to clean what you don’t get 

dirty. So line your turkey roasting pans with heavy-duty aluminum foil, 

or cook the bird in a bag. Pour drippings into a pot to make gravy, then 

throw away the liner.  

Line garbage cans: Double- or triple-line garbage cans, which saves 

time when the cleaning campaign begins. After you toss a trash bag, 

there’s another waiting for action. 

Soaking bin: Soak pots and pans as soon as you transfer food to platters. But 

instead of filling the sink with soaking pots, designate a small trashcan as the 

soaking spot. Fill it will soapy water and dirty pots, and hide it under a sink or 

in a mudroom. That way, your sink is free throughout the evening to clean as 

you go and rinse dishes on the way to the dishwasher. 

Stop stains: Don’t let stains on carpet or rings on furniture set. While wine 

stains are still wet, dab with go-to cleaner hydrogen peroxide mixed with a few 

drops of dish detergent; blot with a clean cloth. Get rid of water stains on wood 

furniture with a dab of white toothpaste (not gel). Rub in the direction of the 

grain. 

Pump up the music: Up-tempo music will give you a second wind for cleaning. 

So turn off the soothing dinner tunes and get rocking with a cleaning playlist. 
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As we express our gratitude, we must never 

forget that the highest appreciation is not to 

utter words, but to live by them.             

~John F. Kennedy 
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