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Easiest End-Of Summer Ratatouille © Clothilde Dusoulier  

2 onions, peeled and thinly sliced 

2 cloves garlic, peeled and thinly 

sliced 

1 eggplant thinly sliced 

1 zucchini thinly sliced 

2 green peppers, sliced or chopped 

8 small tomatoes roughly chopped 

2 sprigs fresh rosemary 

or 1 teaspoon dried 

rosemary 

3 sprigs fresh thyme 1 

teaspoon dried thyme  

2 tablespoons olive oil 

salt and pepper to taste  

Preheat oven to 350°F. Combine first eight ingredients in an ovenproof 

dish. (Keep herb sprigs intact.) Drizzle with oil and season with salt and 

pepper. Cover with foil and bake 45 minutes. Remove the foil and bake 

for another 30-45 minutes until deep golden brown. Remove herb sprigs. 

DO AHEAD: Will keep for 3-4 days refrigerated; this is super delicious 

cold and improves with a little time.  

While we are experiencing an increase in market activity this 

year, the real estate market still has a long road to full recovery.  

One area that could still prove problematic for the real estate 

market is the future of the private mortgage insurance compa-

nies.  Private mortgage insurance, often referred to as PMI, was 

created in the 1950’s as a way for borrowers with good credit 

but limited down payment funds to buy real estate.  The insur-

ance premium, paid by the borrower as part of the monthly mort-

gage payment, insured the part of the mortgage which exceeded 

80% loan to value.  In the event the borrower defaulted on the 

mortgage, the lender would receive reimbursement from the 

private mortgage insurance company for any remaining balance 

over the 80% threshold.  This system worked well for years as 

the private mortgage companies collected premiums in excess of 

the monies being paid out on defaulted mortgages.  As lending 

guidelines were relaxed and lenders began offering 100% loans, 

private mortgage insurance companies were called upon to in-

sure a greater number of loans.  When the real estate bubble 

burst and the rate of foreclosures escalated, these private mort-

gage insurance companies quickly realized that their reserve 

base would not be sufficient to address the demand.  Some of 

these insurance companies are paying only partial reimburse-

ments to the lenders and some have initiated legal proceedings 

against lenders who gave them fraudulent information to secure 

the private mortgage insurance coverage.   There are seven pri-

mary private mortgage insurance companies with one already in 

default and three others very close to default.  Without mortgage 

insurance, borrowers will have to pay a minimum of 20% down 

to secure a mortgage and this will eliminate a large portion of 

potential buyers.  Hopefully these companies will be able to 

restructure and continue to offer the hope of homeownership to 

those with less than a 20% down payment.  Borrowers will find 

that the qualifying guidelines for securing a private mortgage 

insurance policy are now more stringent but the option of private 

mortgage insurance is still available.  With interest rates still low 

and the future of private mortgage insurance companies uncer-

tain, now would be a good time to consider upgrading or down-

sizing.  The experienced Agents of WILLOW Realty are always 

available to answer questions or assist with your real estate 

transaction. 

Unusual Uses for Baking Soda 
Acne-curing face scrub  Just coarse enough to slough off 
dead skin cells, baking soda makes an ideal natural face 
scrub. Many acne sufferers swear by the stuff, saying that 
mixing it into a paste with either water or facial cleanser 
can help clear up breakouts and prevent them from occur-

ring in the first place. Just be sure to moisturize afterwards to prevent 
excessive drying. 
Spackle substitute  If you want to fill a small hole in plaster or drywall 
but would rather not purchase a whole tub of spackle for such a small 
job, try this odd tip: mix baking soda and white toothpaste into a stiff 
paste. Once it hardens, you won’t be able to tell the difference. 
Buff out bug splatters and clear cloudy headlights  It may be among the 
most unusual uses of baking soda, but a paste with water will remove 
most insect carnage from unpainted car surfaces like bumpers and 
windshields; add a little dish soap for extra cleaning power if necessary. 
Headlights that have lost much of their brightness due to hazy, yellow-
ing plastic can also be cleared considerably with the same mixture. 
Waterless dog bath  Just like it freshens sneakers and smelly carpets, 
baking soda can make even the world’s most water-phobic dog smell 
freshly bathed. Rub it onto your dog’s coat, leave for a few minutes and 
then brush it out for a quick dry bath that won’t end with the scent of 
wet dog all over your couch. 
Chemical-free ice melt  You don’t want to break your neck on icy steps 
in the winter, but you don’t want people tracking chemicals into your 
house, either. Melt that ice naturally without substances that put ani-
mals at risk and eat away at your flooring. Just shake on a layer of bak-
ing soda, then apply a little bit of sand for traction. 
Clarifying hair treatment  Remove the product build-up that makes your 
locks limp and dull. A teaspoon of baking soda mixed in with your regu-
lar shampoo can be used as a clarifier once a week or so, and a little 
baking soda dissolved in hot water will clean crusty hairbrushes, too. 
Neutralize battery acid corrosion  The ability of baking soda to neutral-
ize acid can save even the most corroded battery terminals. Mix six 
heaping tablespoons of baking soda into four cups of water and pour 
the mixture over the corrosion, allowing it to sit for about five minutes. 
Scrub with a toothbrush, then rinse. 
Extinguish fires and control flames  Toss a little baking soda onto the 
coals if your cookout flames get too high for your liking. In an emergen-
cy, baking soda can also be used to extinguish small fires like stove top 
grease fires. 

© Stephanie Rogers (exerts) 

In autumn, don’t go to jewelers to see gold; 

go to the parks! ~Mehmet Murat ildan  

Tip:  Pay your credit card bill twice a 

month. 

This is an easy way to keep your credit 
card balances under control and bills paid 
on time while helping to boost your credit 
score. By paying more often, overall bal-
ances stay lower, which helps your utili-
zation rate for that card, a key factor in 
calculating credit scores. 

http://www.willowrealty.com/contact-us/
http://chocolateandzucchini.com/archives/2005/04/ovenroasted_ratatouille.php
http://ecosalon.com/author/stephanie-rogers/

