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With the passing of winter and the arrival of spring, 

we find that consumers are once again focusing 

their interest on housing.  Whether looking to up-

grade, downsize or remodel, always perform your 

due diligence.  When remodeling, don’t anticipate a 

100% return on your investment.  A recent study, 

using midrange remodeling costs in Knoxville, TN, 

resulted in these findings of cost versus resale val-

ue:   

Project                                             Cost Recouped  

Front Door Replacement (steel)                125.5% 

Front Door Replacement (fiberglass)          56.6% 

Bathroom Addition           55.0% 

Bathroom Remodel                                   72.3% 

Deck Addition (composite)                       61.8% 

Deck Addition (wood)                               76.0%

Garage Addition                                        72.9% 

Garage Door Replacement                        74.0% 

Minor Kitchen Remodel                            70.4% 

Major Kitchen Remodel                            74.2% 

Roof Replacement                                     58.2% 

Vinyl Siding Installation                           78.6% 

Home Generator Backup                           46.6% 

Vinyl Insulated Windows                          74.9% 

Sunroom Addition                                     52.8% 

In most remodeling projects, the greater the invest-

ment the lower the return.  Before beginning a ma-

jor renovation, ask whether you are doing this for 

your enjoyment or for building resale equity.  When 

it is for the enjoyment of you and your family then 

the investment costs are less likely to be the main 

focus of the project.  Cost does impact renovations 

that target resale equity.  One project that would 

boost equity would be the addition of finished 

square footage to unfinished areas like a basement 

or attic.  If you are trying to upgrade with minimal 

investment, then look at updating your existing 

space.   Kitchens and baths continue to influence 

buyers so new counters, hardware and fresh paint 

may be sufficient to dress up these areas.  Your 

building supply stores and local Home & Garden 

shows provide great information as to current trends 

and materials.  Your Realtor can also advise you as 

to what buyers are looking for in today’s market.  

The Agents of WILLOW Realty are always availa-

ble to answer your real estate questions and to assist 

in your next real estate transaction. 

In a large bowl, cream the butter, shortening and sugar until light and fluffy. Add egg 

yolks, one at a time, beating well after each addition. Beat in extract.  In another bowl, 

whisk the sour cream, apricot nectar and preserves. Combine the flour, baking powder, 

salt and baking soda; add to creamed mixture alternately with sour cream mixture. Beat 

just until blended. Stir in pecans. Beat egg whites until stiff peaks form; fold into batter.  

Fill paper-lined muffin cups three-fourths full. Bake at 350° for 18-22 minutes or until a 

toothpick inserted near the center comes out clean. Cool for 10 minutes before removing 

from pans to wire racks to cool completely.  For frosting, in a large bowl, cream the but-

ter, cream cheese and extracts until light and fluffy. Beat in preserves. Gradually beat in 

confectioners' sugar until blended.  Frost cupcakes; sprinkle with coconut. Garnish with 

cherries. Yield: 3 dozen. 

Ambrosia Cupcakes © TasteofHome.com 

1/2 c butter, softened 

1/2 c butter-flavored shorten-

ing 

2 c sugar 

5 eggs, separated 

1 tsp rum extract 

1/2 c sour cream 

1/2 c apricot nectar 

1/4 c pineapple preserves 

1/4 c apricot preserves 

2 c cake flour 

1 tsp baking powder 

1/2 tsp salt 

1/4 tsp baking soda 

1 c chopped pecans 

FROSTING: 

1/2 c butter, softened 

1 pkg (3 oz) cream cheese, 

softened 

1/2 tsp coconut extract 

1/2 tsp almond 

extract 

1/4 c pineap-

ple preserves 

1/4 c apricot 

preserves 

3-3/4 c confectioners' sugar 

1 c flaked coconut 

36 maraschino cherries w/

stems 
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It is difficult to say what is 
impossible, for the dream of  
yesterday is the hope of to-

day and the reality of 
tomorrow. 

~Robert H. Schuller 

Five Ways to Prepare Your Pets for Spring 

With the official start to 

spring behind us, soon tem-

peratures will climb and out-

door activities will return in full force, bring-

ing forth new threats to household pets.  How-

ever, owners can prepare their pets for the 

change in season by taking the proper precau-

tions. 
1. Get Back on Track With Heartworm Prevention 

One of the single, largest dangers to the health 

of household pets is Dirofilaria immitis, or 

heartworms. Spread through mosquito bites, 

these parasitic worms can significantly harm 

the health of any animal infected.  With the 

peak of mosquito season coming with warmer 

weather, owners should be proactive and get 

their pets back on heartworm prevention med-

ications if they were taken off them during the 

winter months.  Even though heartworms may 

not be as prevalent during the colder months 

of the year, it is still possible for animals to 

suffer from the infestation during the winter-

time so it is best to continue heartworm medi-

cations year-round. 
2. Continue Flea and Tick Prevention 

During the wintertime, fleas are dormant out-

side, but when it gets warmer outside, they 

will come back out.  However, these insects 

can still be seen all year-round, and once they 

are present, they are exceedingly hard to get 

rid of, as they infest the animal then can jump 

to humans.  Other than the direct effects of 

flea bites on both animals and people, the 

parasite can also carry a slew of diseases in-

cluding the Bubonic Plague.  Similar to fleas, 

ticks are a major concern for the spring season 

as the peak activity of the blood-sucking 

arachnid approaches.  Ticks can also be vec-

tors for diseases including Lyme Disease and 

Rocky Mountain Fever.  While the peak sea-

son for ticks is not until the spring, it's a good 

idea to keep pets on preventative medications 

all year-round. 
3. Watch Out for Seasonal Allergies 

With grasses, flowers and trees abloom in the 

spring season, like people, pets can suffer 

from seasonal allergies too.  Pets manifest 

allergies through the skin instead of people 

with their respiratory systems.  While there is 

typically no way to prevent seasonal allergies 

in pets, owners can keep an eye out for exces-

sive scratching or ear troubles in their animal, 

as these can be classic signs of allergies.  If it 

is suspected that allergies may be causing the 

animal distress, owners should first rule out 

fleas and ear infections by taking them to the 

veterinarian. If allergies are the culprit, anti-

histamines can be prescribed to help the ani-

mal cope. 
4. Ramp Up Exercise Slowly to Shed Winter 

Weight 

Due to a family's change in activity level dur-

ing the winter months, pets tend to gain 

weight. The warmer weather of the spring 

months presents multiple opportunities for 

animals (and their owners) to shed that winter 

weight.  However, owners should beware of 

increasing exercise too quickly, as animals 

can develop injuries from jumping into an 

exercise regime too fast. 
5. Consider Getting a Microchip 

With owners spending more time outdoors, 

spring is the perfect time to contemplate get-

ting a microchip for your pet.  This is a way to 

identify your pet in case they get out of the 

fence, yard or break out of the leash and in-

crease the odds they will make it back to you. 

Excerpts © Kristen Rodman, AccuWeather.com  
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