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I have heard so many comments about how 

2015 has sped by and how hard it is to compre-

hend that it is Holiday time again.   This is good 

because it means we have been busy and productive.  It seems that our local real estate 

market has had a late rally and market activity continues to be good.  Maybe the con-

cern for rising interest rates has motivated some buyers but whatever the reason, we 

Realtors and sellers welcome the activity.  As anticipated, the new lending guidelines implemented October 1, 2015 have created some de-

lays in the loan process.  Mortgage loans are closing and buyers need to know that six weeks is now the norm for processing a residential 

mortgage.  For sellers who are contemplating removing their properties from the market for the winter months, consideration might be given 

to the fact that fewer properties tend to be available during this period so less competition.  While off the market, use the feedback that you 

have received during your listing period to address issues that buyers were having with your property.  Improvements made now will en-

hance the marketability when relisted.   Buyers may find sellers more motivated and willing to negotiate after an unsuccessful summer mar-

keting period so don’t abandon your housing search during the winter.   Watch the interest rates because as rates rise the amount you qualify 

to borrow will decrease.   Your credit score impacts your borrowing ability so review your credit report periodically and address any dis-

crepancies or delinquencies.   The goal of home ownership is still strong and for most buyers there will be a loan program available to ad-

dress their individual needs.  Realtors and loan officers are available to offer assistance and guidance so don’t hesitate to utilize their exper-

tise.   The Holidays seem to stimulate the desire to have your own home to decorate and a place to entertain family and friends.   Set your 

goal of home ownership and start your due diligence to achieve that goal before the next Holiday season arrives.  Remember that the experi-

enced Agents of WILLOW Realty are always available and happy to assist with your real estate transactions.    

WILLOW Realty, Agents and Staff wish all “Happy Holidays”. 

Season’s Greetings from 
the Agents and Staff of 

WILLOW Realty 

Real Estate News and Helpful Ideas          423 926-4200 www.willowrealty.com willowrealty@charter.net 

Tips for Holiday Safety 
As you're sprucing up your home 

this season, keep an eye out for these com-

mon holiday trip-ups, fire hazards, and other safe-

ty snafus. 

1. Merry and Bright: Carefully inspect 

holiday light strings each year and 

discard any with frayed cords, cracked 

lamp holders, or loose connections. When replac-

ing bulbs, unplug the light string and be sure to 

match voltage and wattage to the original bulb. 

2. Lights Out: Always turn off holiday lights when 

you leave the house unattended or when going to 

bed. 

3. Fresh Is Best: Try to purchase a freshly cut tree, 

as they are more resistant to ignition. Keep 

your Christmas tree watered and away from open 

candles. 

4. Timing Is Everything: Use an outdoor timer 

certified by CSA International to switch lights on 

and off. Lights should be turned on after 7 p.m. to 

avoid the electricity rush hour. 

5. Check for the Certification Mark: When pur-

chasing light strings, extension cords, spotlights, 

electrical decorations, gas appliances, or carbon 

monoxide alarms, look for the certification mark 

of an accredited certification organization such as 

CSA International, UL, or ELT to ensure that the 

products comply with applicable standards for 

safety and performance. 

6. One and Done: Never connect more than one 

extension cord together; instead use a single cord 

that is long enough to reach the outlet without 

stretching, but not so long that it can get easily 

tangled. 

7. The Great Outdoors: When hanging outdoor 

lights, keep electrical connectors off the ground 

and away from metal rain gutters. Use insulated 

tape or plastic clips instead of metal nails or tacks 

to hold them in place. 

8. Climbing Up: Using a ladder when you put up 

lights? Choose the correct ladder for the job and 

double check for a certification mark to ensure 

your portable ladder complies with applicable 

standards. 

9. Keep the Gas Behind Glass: Do not use your 

gas fireplace if the glass panel is 

removed, cracked, or broken, and 

only allow a qualified service person 

to replace fireplace parts. 

10. Sound the Alarm: Test your smoke alarms 

monthly to make sure they work, and be sure to 

install smoke and carbon monoxide (CO) alarms 

on every level of your home -- especially near 

sleeping areas. 

11. Filter-Friendly Furnace: To help prevent CO 

hazards in your home, have a qualified heating 

contractor perform a yearly maintenance check of 

your furnace and venting system, and clean or 

replace your furnace filter frequently during the 

heating seasons. 

12. Clean the Clutter: Do not store combustible 

materials such as gasoline, propane, paper, chemi-

cals, paint, rags, and cleaning products near your 

gas furnace. Gasoline or propane cylinders should 

be stored outside the home. 

2 Date Nut Ball Recipes 
© dailymail.co.uk 

1/2 cup graham cracker crumbs 
1/2 pound (about 1 1/2 cups) pitted dried 
dates 
1 1/4 cups sweetened flaked coconut, toasted 
and cooled 
1/4 cup honey 
1/2 cup walnuts, chopped fine 
In a food processor blend the graham cracker 

crumbs, the dates, 1/2 cup of the coconut, 

and the honey until the mixture is just com-

bined. Add the walnuts and blend the mixture 

until it forms a ball. Have ready in a shallow 

dish the remaining 3/4 cup coconut, form the 

date mixture into walnut-size balls, and roll 

the balls in the coconut, pressing the coconut 

slightly to make it adhere. 

 

1 (8 oz.) pkg. dates, chopped 
3/4 c. sugar 
1 stick butter 
1 c. chopped pecans 
2 1/2 c. crisp rice cereal 
Powdered sugar 
Cook dates, sugar and butter stirring con-

stantly until butter is absorbed. Add nuts and 

pour hot mixture over rice cereal in a large 

bowl. Mix well. Form into small balls and 

dust with powdered sugar. (Put several balls 

in a bag with powdered sugar and shake.) 

© epicurious.com © Cooks.com 

The excellence of a gift lies in its 
appropriateness rather than in its 
value.   ~Charles Dudley Warner 
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