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Security is a constant concern for all of 

us.  As we advance farther into the fall 

and winter months, our exit from work is 

often at or after darkness has fallen so extra caution should be used.   As 

the Holiday activity increases, so does the burglars’ activities.  Whether 

you have a security system or not, always be pro-active about safety.  

When leaving work or out shopping, always observe your parking area 

and if something or someone doesn’t look right, ask a fellow employee 

or security guard to walk out with you.  Try to vary your routine as to the 

route you drive home or the days or hours that you are away from your 

house to confuse any burglar that might be watching for an opportunity 

to break in. When at home, it is wise to keep all doors locked and if you 

have a room full of collectibles, electronics or Holiday gifts it would be 

wise to keep the curtains/blinds closed to discourage prying eyes.  An 

open door to a garage or outbuilding provides a passerby with a view of 

all your power tools, lawn equipment, etc so keep your doors closed as 

much as possible when working outside.   If you have an external electri-

cal panel box you might want to install a lock to prevent ac-

cess so electrical service cannot be disrupted.   Keep shrub-

bery trimmed or use prickly plants, especially under windows, 

and install outside lighting or motion activated lighting to dis-

courage trespassers.  Use timers on lamps in different rooms to 

simulate an occupied house when you are gone.  When vaca-

tioning, have neighbors collect mail and newspapers or stop 

delivery, make arrangements for the lawn to be mowed or 

snow shoveled and remember that social media is a great way 

for criminals to learn all about your activities so be discreet 

with your vacation comments.   Don’t let your garbage adver-

tise that you just purchased that new plasma TV or other high 

end purchase by throwing the box outside for all to see.  We 

receive so many telemarketing calls that we often don’t really 

listen to what is being asked so did you just tell a burglar that 

you don’t have a security system or that you won’t be home on 

Wednesday?  Burglars will take advantage of an opportunity, 

if presented to them, so don’t leave a ladder out that can be 

used to access an upper level or tools lying around that can be 

used to break in your house or outbuildings.  If you have an 

older security system, you might want to consider an upgrade.  Wireless 

technology has advanced security systems beyond the siren and call to 

designated parties.  Now a software supported system can notify you via 

text if a door or window is opened, you can receive video or still images 

of what is happening inside and outside your house and you can send 

commands or program changes to your system.  Can’t afford a security 

system then consider providing a home for man’s best friend, the dog, 

whose bark can be a deterrent.  The watchfulness of neighbors can dis-

courage a criminal so be alert to unknown vehicles cruising your neigh-

borhood or a repair or moving truck where it is not expected.  If possible, 

secure the license number of the vehicle or call the police and request a 

drive by.  Over the last few years several Realtors in other areas have 

been attacked or killed at open houses so if you see anything suspicious 

at a neighborhood open house please call the police.  Security is just 

being observant and cautious and using common sense.   The Agents of 

WILLOW Realty are always available to answer any questions that you 

might have. 
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Gratitude can transform common days into thanksgiv-
ings, turn routine jobs into joy, and change ordinary 

opportunities into blessings.  ~William Arthur Ward 
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10 Steps of the Home  
Buying Process -  
Contract to closing.– Part 2 
(see October newsletter for 
steps 1-5) 
The steps below are typical of those you'll 
follow from your initial contract to your 
closing, but ultimately each buyer’s process 
will be unique to the circumstances of their 
purchase:  
6. CLOSING ATTORNEY: When the loan is 

approved, an attorney specializing in real estate 

must be selected to prepare for and conduct the 

closing. The closing attorney is selected ac-

cording to the contract and the lender's require-

ments. Among other items, the attorney will 

check the title to the property, prepare neces-

sary paperwork, and handle the receipt and 

distribution of all monies in the transaction. 

7. TERMITE INSPECTION: Most contracts 

require the sellers to furnish a termite clearance 

letter to the buyers. A licensed pest control 

operator must certify that the property is 

free from infestation by termites or other 

wood destroying organisms. If infesta-

tion is discovered, treatment and repair 

may be required.  The cost of this inspection 

and any repairs is determined by the terms of 

the contract. The cost of the termite clearance 

letter is usually the responsibility of the buyer. 

8. HOMEOWNER'S INSURANCE: If the 

home will be subject to a mortgage, the buyers 

must arrange for a homeowner's insurance poli-

cy covering the property. The selling agent will 

help the buyer make sure that the coverage is 

adequate to satisfy the requirements of the 

lender. These arrangements must be made prior 

to closing and the policy must be present at the 

closing. 

9. RE-INSPECTION OF REPAIRS: In the 

event the seller is required to make repairs, 

sellers should be careful to hire reputable re-

pairmen and keep good records of completion 

and payments involved. Buyers will normally 

have the property re-inspected to ensure satis-

factory completion. 

10. UTILITIES TRANSFER: Prior to closing, 

both buyers and sellers should arrange to have 

the utilities transferred from one to the other. 

To accomplish this task, a date (usually the 

possession date) will be agreed upon for the 

transfer. The sellers notify the utility 

companies to cancel their services on that 

day. The buyers make applications with 

the various utilities and ask that their 

services be established on that same day. 

Preheat the oven to 425° and position a rack in the lower third of the oven. In a large 

shallow bowl, whisk the flour, baking powder, baking soda and fine salt. Add the 

chilled butter and use a pastry blender or 2 knives to cut the butter into the flour until it 

is the size of peas. Stir in shallot, cranberries, walnuts, and pepper. Stir in the butter-

milk just until the dough is moistened. Lightly dust a work surface with flour. Turn the 

dough out onto the surface and knead 2 or 3 times, just until it comes together. Pat the 

dough into a 1/2-inch-thick disk. Using a floured 2 1/4-inch round cookie cutter, stamp 

out biscuit rounds as closely together as possible. Gather the scraps and knead them 

together 2 or 3 times, then flatten the dough and stamp out more biscuit rounds. Pat the 

remaining scraps together and gently press them into a biscuit. Transfer the biscuits to a 

large baking sheet and brush the tops with the melted butter. Lightly sprinkle the bis-

cuits with a few grains of flaky salt and chill until firm, about 10 minutes. Bake the 

biscuits for 20 minutes, or until golden. Let the biscuits cool slightly on the baking 

sheet before serving. 

2 1/4 c all-purpose flour 

2 tsp baking powder 

1/2 tsp baking soda 

1 tsp salt 

1 1/2 sticks unsalted butter—10 tbs cut into 

1/2-inch cubes & chilled, 2 tbs melted 

1 shallot, minced & sautéed 

1/2 c chopped dried cranber-

ries 

1/2 c chopped toasted walnuts 

1 c buttermilk, chilled 

Flaky salt & pepper to taste 
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