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 Mother Nature certainly got our attention 

in February.  Few can say that they were 

not impacted in some manner.  It was 

challenging just traveling from point A to point B with the large snow 

and ice accumulation but many also experienced water damage from 

frozen pipes that burst and damage to snow covered roofs and guttering.  

There are preventive measures that can be addressed before severe 

weather arrives but too often we procrastinate until the need is upon us.  

We still have March and April to contend with so you might want to 

analyze your readiness now.    Check your water lines and install heat 

tapes or insulation wraps to piping in exposed or unheated areas or to 

lines that run along outer walls to prevent costly repairs.  When freezing 

temperatures are forecast, open the doors to sink cabinets so warm air 

can reach the water lines and leave the faucets dripping. The cost of the 

water used will be much less than the cost to repair damage from burst 

water lines.  If there is a chance of water lines freezing, take time to fill 

containers or the bathtub with water so you will have water available.  

When the weather improves, cut back any tree limbs that overhang your 

roof and power lines to prevent roof damage or power outages.  Inspect 

your guttering and be sure that it is firmly anchored so that it will better 

withstand an ice dam.  Whether addressed now or as a summer project, 

evaluate the adequacy of your insulation and weather stripping, caulk 

areas as needed and inspect your chimney and flue for any needed re-

pairs.  Utilize the winter clearance sales to restock your supplies as you 

will not only be saving money but you will already be prepared when 

next winter’s storms descend.   If you live in an area that Is prone to 

frequent power failures, consideration of a generator or some kerosene 

heaters might be advisable but read and follow all safety instructions as 

there are dangers.  Instead of searching in the dark during power outag-

es, know where your matches or lighters are located so you can light 

candles or lanterns and have sufficient batteries on hand for flashlights 

or battery powered items.   It is critical that you stay abreast of develop-

ing news so keep a working, battery operated radio accessible during 

power outages.  Since we spend so much time in our vehicles, it is ad-

visable to prepare them also.  Be sure that your tires have sufficient 

tread and correct pressure, check your antifreeze level, replace worn 

windshield wipers and maintain the windshield wiper fluid.  One never 

knows when the roads will become impassable or your vehicle slides 

into a ditch so be sure to keep a reasonably full tank of gas during in-

clement weather so you can maintain heat in the vehicle until help ar-

rives.  Some suggested items to have accessible are a phone charger, 

flashlight with extra batteries, water and snack food, extra clothing or 

blankets, first aid kit, paper towels, waterproof matches, a shovel and 

cat litter or sand to aid in gaining traction.  The internet has numerous 

sites which provide comprehensive information and checklists to assist 

you in preparing for weather related emergencies.  Don’t procrastinate 

and be caught unprepared when the next storm arrives.  Being prepared 

is also pertinent when entering into a real estate transaction.  Let the 

experienced Agents of WILLOW Realty guide you in being prepared to 

enter into your next sale or purchase. 

Colcannon 
© allrecipes.com 

1 pound cabbage 

1 pound potatoes 

2 leeks 

1 cup milk  

salt and pepper to taste 

1 pinch ground 

mace 

1/2 cup butter 

In a large saucepan, boil cabbage until tender; remove and chop or 

blend well. Set aside and keep warm. Boil potatoes until tender. Re-

move from heat and drain.  Chop leeks, green parts as well as white, 

and simmer them in just enough milk to cover, until they are soft.  

Season and mash potatoes well. Stir in cooked leeks and milk. Blend 

in the kale or cabbage and heat until the whole is a pale green fluff. 

Make a well in the center and pour in the melted butter. Mix well. 

You gotta try your luck at least once a day, be-
cause you could be going around lucky all day and 
not even know it.  ~Jimmy Dean 

Taxable or Not – What You Need to 

Know about Income 

All income is taxable unless the 
law excludes it. Here are some basic rules 
you should know to help you file an accu-
rate tax return: 
Taxed income.  Taxable income includes 
money you earn, like wages and tips. It also 
includes bartering, an exchange of property 
or services. The fair market value of proper-
ty or services received is taxable. 
Some types of income are not taxable ex-
cept under certain conditions, including: 
Life insurance.  Proceeds paid to you be-
cause of the death of the insured person are 
usually not taxable. However, if you redeem 

a life insurance policy for cash, any amount 
that you get that is more than the cost of 
the policy is taxable. 

Qualified scholarship.  In most cases, in-
come from this type of scholarship is not 
taxable. This means that amounts you use 
for certain costs, such as tuition and re-
quired books, are not taxable. On the other 
hand, amounts you use for room and board 
are taxable. 
State income tax refund.  If you got a state 
or local income tax refund, the amount may 
be taxable. You should have received a 2014 
Form 1099-G from the agency that made the 
payment to you. If you didn’t get it by mail, 
the agency may have provided the form 
electronically. Contact them to find out how 

to get the form. Report any taxable refund 
you got even if you did not receive Form 
1099-G. 
Here are some types of income that are usu-
ally not taxable: 
Gifts and inheritances 
Child support payments 
Welfare benefits 
Damage awards for physical inju-
ry or sickness 
Cash rebates from a dealer or manufacturer 
for an item you buy 
Reimbursements for qualified adoption ex-
penses 
For more on this topic see Publication 525, 
Taxable and Nontaxable Income. You can 
get it on IRS.gov/forms anytime. 
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Did you know….. about St. Patrick? 

THERE’S A REASON FOR THE SHAMROCKS:  How did the 
shamrock become associated with Saint Patrick? According to 
Irish legend, the saint used the three-leafed plant as a metaphor 
for the Holy Trinity when he was first introducing Christianity to 
Ireland. 
COLD WEATHER HELPED SAINT PATRICK’S LEGEND:  In Irish 
lore, Saint Patrick gets credit for driving all the snakes out of 
Ireland. Modern scientists suggest that the job might not have 
been too hard – according to the fossil record, Ireland has never 
been home to any snakes. Through the Ice Age, Ireland was too 
cold to host any reptiles, and the surrounding seas have staved 
off serpentine invaders ever since. Modern scholars think the 
“snakes” Saint Patrick drove away were likely metaphorical. 
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